
WELCOME  

 

INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Pastor: Oh sing to the LORD a new song, 

People: For He has done marvelous things! 

Pastor: His right hand and His holy arm, 

People: Have worked salvation for Him. 

Pastor: The LORD has made known His salvation; 

People: He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

Pastor: He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 

People: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

Pastor: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

People: Break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY 
 

 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation 
 O my soul, praise Him,  
 For He is your health and salvation 
 Let all who hear now to His temple draw near 
 Joining in glad adoration 
 

 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things  
 Is wondrously reigning 
 And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining 
 Have you not seen all that is needful has been 
 Sent by His gracious ordaining? 
 

 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper  
 Your work and defend you 
 Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you 
 Ponder anew what the Almighty can do 
 As with His love He befriends you. 
 

 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in us adore him 
 All that has life and breath  
 Come now with praises before Him 
 Let the amen sound from His people again 
 Gladly forever adore him 
  
SCRIPTURE READING  Matthew 3:1-17 
  

1“In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2“Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he 
said, ” “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths 
straight.’” 

4Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the  
Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear 
fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham 
as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 
10Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he 
who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will     



baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
fire.” 13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14John would 
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 

15But    
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then he consented. 16And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, 
and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and coming to rest on him; 17and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased.”  

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON Pastor Aaron Smith 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: Who made heaven and earth. 
Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
People: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father, 
People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy  
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 
my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 
and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our         
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salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and 
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was       
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 
the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 

 
COMMITMENT TO LOVE 
 

Pastor: Let us reaffirm our commitment to love one another, using Ephesians 4 & 5. 
People: Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ        
forgave you. Therefore, be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ 
loved us and gave Himself up for us. 

 
CONFESSION OF SACRAMENT 
 

Pastor: Do you believe that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament? 
People: Yes, we believe it. 

Pastor: What convinces you to believe this? 

People: The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.  
 
Offerings can be placed on a plate near the stairs or the back of the sanctuary. 
 
Holy Communion, or the Lord’s Supper, is celebrated today. Our Lord cautions us to be discerning before partici-
pating in the Supper (1 Cor. 11:28-30). For this reason, we ask all those communing here for the first time to speak 
with  Pastor Aaron prior to communing. The Lord bids the baptized to come united in the following: in repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins (1 Cor. 11:23-25; Matt. 26:26-28), in confession of who Christ is and what Christ has done 
(1 Cor. 11:26), in faith and love with our fellow communicants (1 Cor. 11:20-22), and believing that Christ is bodily 
present in bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 11:27-29). 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 

HYMN OF HEAVEN 
 

 How I long to breathe the air of Heaven 
 Where pain is gone and mercy fills the streets 
 To look upon the one who bled to save me 
 And walk with Him for all eternity 
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 Chorus: There will be a day when all will bow before Him 
  There will be a day when death will be no more 
  Standing face to face 
  With He who died and rose again 
  Holy holy is the Lord 
 

 And ev'ry prayer we prayed in desperation 
 The songs of faith we sang through doubt and fear 
 In the end we’ll see that it was worth it 
 When He returns to wipe away our tears 
 

  (Chorus) 
 

 And on that day we join the resurrection 
 And stand beside the heroes of the faith 
 With one voice a thousand generations 
 Sing worthy is the Lamb who was slain (Repeat All) 

 Forever He shall reign 

 

 So let it be today 
 We shout the hymn of Heaven 
 With angels and the Saints 
 We raise a mighty roar 
 Glory to our God 
 Who gave us life beyond the grave (Repeat All) 
 

 Holy holy is the Lord (3x) 
 

JESUS WHISPERS  
 

 Lamb of God, we fall before thee, 
 Humbly trusting in thy cross; 
 That alone be all our glory; 
 All things else are vain and loss. 
  

 Thee we own a perfect Savior, 
 Only source of all that's good: 
 Every grace and every favor 
 Comes to us through Jesus' blood. 
 

 Chorus: Jesus whispers this sweet sentence, 
   "Son, thy sins are all forgiven." 
   Faith He gives us to believe, 
   Hearing ears and seeing eyes. 
 

  



-6- 

 When we live on Jesus' merit, 
 Then we worship God aright, 
 Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
 Then we savingly unite. 
 

  (Chorus) 
 

 Hear the whole conclusion of it; 
 Great or good, whate'er we call, 
 God, or King, or Priest, or Prophet, 
 Jesus Christ is All in All. 
 

  (Chorus 2x) 
 

 Jesus whispers this sweet sentence, 
 "Son, thy sins are all forgiven." 
 

PRAYER  
 

BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
People: Amen. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER (IT'S YOURS) 
 

 Verse: Father let your kingdom come  
  Father let your will be done 
  On Earth as in Heaven  
  Right here in my heart (REPEAT ALL) 
 

 Chorus: Give us this day our daily bread 
  Forgive us forgive us 
  As we forgive the ones who sinned 
  Against us forgive them 
  And lead us not into temptation 
  But deliver us from the evil one 
  Let your kingdom come 
 

  (Verse) 
 

  (Chorus) 
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Our new sermon series, “A Reliable Text” will begin next Sunday, January 15th. Between Christmas and 
Easter, we take a look at Christian Apologetics - the defense of the Christian faith. This Epiphany, we 
will sort out common questions about Bible translations and the inspiration of the Bible.  
 

Book Club News 
The Grace Women's Book Club is reading The Book of Lost Friends by Lisa Wingate. The group meets 
on Thursdays at 7:00 PM at Judi Anderson's home, 2817 Cantegra Glen, Escondido (Gate Code #1532). 
Please confirm your participation by emailing Judi at heyjude6168@cox.net. 
 

Tithing Envelopes for 2023 
Our 2023 boxed envelopes are still being still being worked on and the company who is printing them 
cannot tell us when the order will be ready for shipping. In the meantime, please use the generic    
envelopes that are available on the Ushers’ ledge. Sorry for the inconvenience. 
 

Memorial Service for Bob Grant 
Will be held on January 14th, 11AM at St. Mark Encinitas. 

 Bridge: It's yours it's yours 
  All yours all yours 
  The kingdom the power 
  The glory are yours 
 

  It's yours it's yours 
  All yours all yours 
  Forever and ever 
  The kingdom is yours (REPEAT ALL) 
 

  (Verse) 
 

 On Earth as in Heaven 
 Right here in my heart 



THE SEASON OF EPIPHANY 
 

The Epiphany Season begins on January 6th, with the Major Festival of the Epiphany of our Lord, which 
commemorates the visit of the Magi (Gentiles) to Jesus. Epiphany (appearance or manifestation)    
focuses upon the manifestation of God-in-the-flesh to the world, especially the Gentiles. Our Lord  
Jesus Christ is the Light of the world. The Baptism of our Lord (1st Sunday after Epiphany) and the    
Festival of the Transfiguration are the bookends of the Epiphany Season. They highlight the theme of 
manifestation. 
 

The color for Epiphany is green. Green is the color of growth, as the Church celebrates the growth of 
Jesus’ ministry as He makes Himself known in word and deed. The Church rejoices in the appearance 
of the Incarnate God for the whole world.  The festivals in the Epiphany Season use the color white, as 
the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ is made known to the world. 

ON SITE SERVICES AND MEETINGS  

AmazonSmile donates 0.5% of your purchase (before taxes and rebates) on all eligible 
products to your charity of choice. This may not sound like a lot, but if you’re like many 
others who prefer the convenience of ordering gifts and necessary items online, imagine 
how quickly it could add up! 

 

gracelutheranescondido.org             graceschoolescondido.org 

Sunday Worship: 
9:00AM English Worship Service 

10:30AM Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 
11:15AM Spanish Worship Service 
For online worship please go to: 

gracelutheranescondido.org/sermons/ 

New Horizons Bible Study Wed. 9:30AM 
Women’s Bible Study 1st and 3rd Thur. 9AM 
High School Youth “The Stand” Wed. 7PM 

Adult Bible Study Thursday 7PM 
College Career Group Friday 7PM 

Men’s Bible Study Saturday 7:30AM 
Junior High School “Face to Face” Sat. 6PM 

Prayers (continuing care/homebound): 
Family of Brenda Johnson and Debra Nguyen (death of their father, Bob Grant), 

Eric Breitenfeld, John Cooper, Norbert DeHoff, Sherry Fischer, Tony Guehl, Chuck 
Huettl, Norma Kellerup, Ellie Liebmann, Peter Preston, Dennis Roth, Nita Roth, 

Dorothy Ross, Janis Smith. 

*Please email your prayer request to the Church Office: ytanko@gracelcms.net 

CCLI Song # 7168994 , CCLI Song # 7200544 


