
INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Pastor: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 

People: Serve the LORD with gladness! 

Pastor: Come into His presence with singing! 

People: Know that the LORD, He is God! 

Pastor: It is He who made us, and we are His; 

People: We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 

Pastor: Enter His gates with thanksgiving. 

People: And His courts with praise! 

Pastor: Give thanks to Him; bless His name! 

People: For the Lord is good; 

Pastor: His steadfast love endures forever, 

People: And His faithfulness to all generations. 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 

 Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee. 

 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

 God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee, 

 Casting down their golden crowns sround the glassy sea; 

 Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 

 Which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 
 

 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, 

 Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see, 

 Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, 

 Perfect in pow’r, in love and purity. 
  

 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 

 All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea. 

 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

 God in three Persons, Blessed Trinity!  
  

SCRIPTURE READING  Matthew 4:12-17  
 

12Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. 13And leaving  

Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 
14so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 15“The land of Zebulun and 

the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 16the   

people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the region and 

shadow of death, on them a light has dawned.” 17From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON Pastor Aaron Smith 

A Reliable Text: Translations 



CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

Pastor: We confess our sins using Psalm 51. 
People: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; according to Your     
abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin! For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against 
You, You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight, so that You may be justified 
in Your words and blameless in Your judgment. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a      
broken and contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. 

Pastor: Hear good news from Isaiah 53. But our Lord Jesus Christ was wounded for our        
transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; upon Him was the chastisement that brought 
us peace, and with His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way; and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. In the  
mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all 
our sins. Amen. 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His Only 
Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell; the third day He 
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits on the right hand of God the    
Father Almighty, from thence He shall come to judge the living, and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

COMMITMENT TO LOVE 
 

Pastor: Let us reaffirm our commitment to love one another, using Philippians 2. 
People: Complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full      
accord and of one mind. Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. 
 

CONFESSION OF SACRAMENT 
 

Pastor: Taking the bread, Christ said, “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you.” Taking 
the cup, Christ said, “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” How can eating and drinking provide the forgiveness of 
sins? 
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People: Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words written here: 

“Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” These words, along with the eating and 

drinking, are the main thing in the Sacrament. Whoever believes these words has exactly 

what they say: “forgiveness of sins.” 
 

Offerings can be placed on a plate near the stairs or the back of the sanctuary. 
 

Holy Communion, or the Lord’s Supper, is celebrated today. Our Lord cautions us to be discerning before              

participating in the Supper (1 Cor. 11:28-30). For this reason, we ask all those communing here for the first time to 

speak with  Pastor Aaron prior to communing. The Lord bids the baptized to come united in the following: in        

repentance for the forgiveness of sins (1 Cor. 11:23-25; Matt. 26:26-28), in confession of who Christ is and what 

Christ has done (1 Cor. 11:26), in faith and love with our fellow communicants (1 Cor. 11:20-22), and believing that 

Christ is bodily present in bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 11:27-29). 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 

O COME TO THE ALTAR 
 

 Are you hurting and broken within 

 Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin 

 Jesus is calling 
 

 Have you come to the end of yourself 

 Do you thirst for a drink from the well 

 Jesus is calling 
 

 Chorus: O come to the altar 

   The Father’s arms are open wide 

   Forgiveness was bought with 

   The precious blood of Jesus Christ 
 

 Leave behind your regrets and mistakes 

 Come today there’s no reason to wait 

 Jesus is calling 
 

 Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy 

 From the ashes a new life is born 

 Jesus is calling 
  

  (Chorus 2x) 
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 Bridge 2x: Oh what a Savior, isn’t he wonderful 

  Sing alleluia Christ is risen 

  Bow down before him for he is Lord of all 

  Sing alleluia Christ is risen 
 

  (Chorus 2x) 
 

 Bear your cross as you wait for the crown 

 Tell the world of the treasure you’ve found 

 

GIVE ME FAITH 
 

 I need You to soften my heart 

 And break me apart 

 I need You to open my eyes 

 To see that You’re shaping my life 
 

 All I am 

 I surrender 
 

 Chorus: Give me faith to trust what You say 

    That You’re good and Your love is great 

    I’m broken inside I give You my life 
 

 I need You to soften my heart 

 And break me apart 

 I need You to pierce through the dark 

 And cleanse every part of me 
 

 All I am 

 I surrender 
 

  (Chorus) 
  

 Bridge 2x: ‘Cause I may be weak 

  But Your Spirit’s strong in me 

  My flesh may fail 

  My God You never will 
 

  (Chorus x2) 

 

PRAYERS 



-6- 

BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
Shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good 
that you may do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, 
to whom be glory forever and ever. 
People: Amen. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER (IT'S YOURS) 
 

 Verse: Father let your kingdom come  
  Father let your will be done 
  On Earth as in Heaven  
  Right here in my heart (REPEAT ALL) 
 

 Chorus: Give us this day our daily bread 
    Forgive us forgive us 
    As we forgive the ones who sinned 
    Against us forgive them 
    And lead us not into temptation 
    But deliver us from the evil one 
    Let your kingdom come 
 

  (Verse) 
 

  (Chorus) 
 

 Bridge: It's yours it's yours 
  All yours all yours 
  The kingdom the power 
  The glory are yours 
 

  It's yours it's yours 
  All yours all yours 
  Forever and ever 
  The kingdom is yours (REPEAT ALL) 
 

  (Verse) 
 

 On Earth as in Heaven 
 Right here in my heart 
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NEW SERMON SERIES 
Today we start our new sermon series: A Reliable Text. 
Between Christmas and Easter, we take a look at Christian Apologetics - the defense of the Christian 
faith. This Epiphany, we will sort out common questions about Bible translations and the inspiration of 
the Bible. 
 

 January 22 Errors Matthew 4:18-25 
 January 29 Inspiration Matthew 17:14-23  
 February 5 Textual Criticism  Matthew 9:1-13  
 

Lutheran Hour Parade Float Wins Award in the Rose Parade  
 

Lutheran Hour Ministries participated for the 72nd time with a float entry titled "A New Day with Jesus," the 
only Christian float in the parade. In addition to fulfilling its mission of providing a Gospel witness to viewers 
everywhere, this year's float was honored by parade organizers with the prestigious Director Award. This award 
recognizes the most outstanding artistic design and use of floral and non-floral materials. The LHM float was 
chosen for its stained-glass windows (on the church and back of the float), the lambs on the front of the float, 
and the praying hands depicted on the long sides of the float. 
Grace members, led by Helena Isbell, were there too, volunteering their work on this float and others. Ask the 
following Grace members how much fun and fellowship they shared and mark your calendars to join them next 
year: Helena, Pearl, and Hailey Isbell, Pam, Bryan, and Breezy Stanley, Carla and Amy Santoro, Sonya and Shane 
McKillip. Photos can be found in your weekly sermon/bulletin email from Grace. 
 

If you missed this year's parade or would like to watch it again, check out RFD-TV's playback option at https://
www.watchrfdtv.com/playback/item/d8D2F8sX. 
 

OPEN, OPEN, OPEN 

Endowment Fund Grant Applications are being accepted now through Mar 31, 2023.  

 Do you currently lead or support a ministry at Grace that could use some financial help?  

 Have you been thinking about doing something new at Grace but don’t have the funds you need to make 
it a reality? 

 Are you aware of needs in the community that you want to support and could use some financial help to 
do it? 

If you said YES to any of these, you are the perfect candidate for an Endowment Fund Grant. 
 

Go to https://gracelutheranescondido.org/ and click on the Resources tab to apply for a grant or donate. 
Need more information or have questions? Talk to an Endowment Fund Committee member. 
Mark Schmidt - 858.829.6042, Jody Glaser - 760.522.2526, Marlys Warner - 858.485.8939,  
Jennifer Woodmansee - 760.809.9872, Pastor Aaron Smith - 760.745.0831. 
 

Book Club Update 
We are reading  “The Christmas Spirit" by Debbie Macomber. This humorous read will be discussed on Thursday 
January 19 at 7:00 pm at Judi Anderson's home, 2817 Cantegra Glen Escondido. Gate Code #1532. Please call or 
email Judi to confirm your participation at heyjude6168@cox.net, 760-443-2278. 

https://www.watchrfdtv.com/playback/item/d8D2F8sX
https://www.watchrfdtv.com/playback/item/d8D2F8sX
https://gracelutheranescondido.org/


ON SITE SERVICES AND MEETINGS  

gracelutheranescondido.org             graceschoolescondido.org 

Sunday Worship: 
9:00AM English Worship Service 

10:30AM Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 
11:15AM Spanish Worship Service 
For online worship please go to: 

gracelutheranescondido.org/sermons/ 

New Horizons Bible Study Wed. 9:30AM 
Women’s Bible Study 1st and 3rd Thur. 9AM 
High School Youth “The Stand” Wed. 7PM 

Adult Bible Study Thursday 7PM 

College Career Group Friday 7PM 
Men’s Bible Study Saturday 7:30AM 

Junior High School “Face to Face” Sat. 6PM 

Prayers (continuing care/homebound): 
Eric Breitenfeld, John Cooper, Norbert DeHoff, Sherry 

Fischer, Tony Guehl, Chuck Huettl, Norma Kellerup, Ellie 
Liebmann, Peter Preston, Dennis Roth, Nita Roth, 

Dorothy Ross, Janis Smith. 

December Giving Report: 
 

 Actuals:  $88,565  

 Budget: $94,400 

 -$5,835 

  

YTD Actuals: $278,216 

YTD Budget: $322,400 

 -$44,184 *Please email your prayer request to the Church Office: ytanko@gracelcms.net 

THE SEASON OF EPIPHANY 
 

The Epiphany Season begins on January 6th, with the Major Festival of the Epiphany of our Lord, which 
commemorates the visit of the Magi (Gentiles) to Jesus. Epiphany (appearance or manifestation)    
focuses upon the manifestation of God-in-the-flesh to the world, especially the Gentiles. Our Lord  
Jesus Christ is the Light of the world. The Baptism of our Lord (1st Sunday after Epiphany) and the    
Festival of the Transfiguration are the bookends of the Epiphany Season. They highlight the theme of 
manifestation. 
 

The color for Epiphany is green. Green is the color of growth, as the Church celebrates the growth of 
Jesus’ ministry as He makes Himself known in word and deed. The Church rejoices in the appearance 
of the Incarnate God for the whole world.  The festivals in the Epiphany Season use the color white, as 
the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ is made known to the world. 

CCLI Song # 7051511, CCLI Song # 5680939, CCLI Song # 7200544 


