
WELCOME  
 

INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Pastor: Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; 

People: Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

Pastor: Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving; 

People: Let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise! 

Pastor: For the LORD is a great God, 

People: And a great King above all gods. 

Pastor: In His hand are the depths of the earth; 

People: The heights of the mountains are His also. 

Pastor: The sea is His, for He made it, 

People: And His hands formed the dry land. 

Pastor: Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 

People: Let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 

Pastor: For He is our God, 

People: And we are the people of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand. 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY  
 

 Angels from the realms of glory, 
 wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
 ye who sang creation's story 
 now proclaim Messiah's birth: 
 

 Refrain: Come and worship, come and worship, 
  worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 

 Shepherds, in the field abiding, 
 watching o'er your flocks by night, 
 God with us is now residing; 
 yonder shines the infant light: *Refrain+ 
 

 Sages, leave your contemplations, 
 brighter visions beam afar; 
 seek the great Desire of nations; 
 ye have seen his natal star: *Refrain+ 

 
SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 2:1-23 

 

1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 
men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the king 
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, 
“In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land 
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who 
will shepherd my people Israel.’” 7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and               
ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem,   
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, 
that I too may come and worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And 
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the 
place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great 
joy. 11And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down 
and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense 
and myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own 
country by another way. 13Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and      
remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14And he 
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rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and remained there 
until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of 
Egypt I called my son.” 16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, 
became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region 
who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise 
men. 17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 18“A voice was heard in 
Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be com-
forted, because they are no more.” 19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord ap-
peared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to 
the land of Israel, for those who sought the child's life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the 
child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was 
reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in 
a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, 
so that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene.  
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON Pastor Aaron Smith 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 



CONFESSION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 
and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our         
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and 
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was       
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 
the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 

 
COMMITMENT TO LOVE 
 

Pastor: Let us reaffirm our commitment to love one another, using Galatians 6. 

People: So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those 
who are of the household of faith. 
 

CONFESSION OF SACRAMENT 
 

Pastor: What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 

People: It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine,       
instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. 

 
Offerings can be placed on a plate near the stairs or the back of the sanctuary. 
 
Holy Communion, or the Lord’s Supper, is celebrated today. Our Lord cautions us to be discerning before partici-
pating in the Supper (1 Cor. 11:28-30). For this reason, we ask all those communing here for the first time to speak 
with  Pastor Aaron prior to communing. The Lord bids the baptized to come united in the following: in repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins (1 Cor. 11:23-25; Matt. 26:26-28), in confession of who Christ is and what Christ has done 
(1 Cor. 11:26), in faith and love with our fellow communicants (1 Cor. 11:20-22), and believing that Christ is bodily 
present in bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 11:27-29). 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
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AWAY IN A MANGER 
 

 Away in a manger no crib for a bed; 
 The little Lord Jesus lay down His sweet head. 
 The stars in the sky looked down where He lay; 
 The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

 The cattle are lowing the baby awakes; 
 But little Lord Jesus no crying He makes. 
 I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky; 
 And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

 Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay; 
 Close by me forever and love me I pray. 
 Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care; 
 And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 
 

SILENT NIGHT 
 

 Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright. 
 Round yon virgin mother and child;  
 Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
 Sleep in heavenly peace; sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

 Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight. 
 Glories stream from heaven afar,  
 Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia. 
 Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born." 
 

 Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light. 
 Radiant beams from Thy holy face,  
 With the dawn of redeeming grace. 
 Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth; Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
 

PRAYER 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be         
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

People: Amen. 
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GOD REST YE MERRY GENTLEMEN 
 

 God rest ye merry, gentlemen; 
 Let nothing you dismay. 
 Remember Christ, our Savior, 
 Was born on Christmas Day, 
 To save us all from Satan's pow'r 
 When we were gone astray. 
 O tidings of comfort and joy, 
 Comfort and joy;  
 O tidings of comfort and joy. 
 

 From God our heavenly Father 
 A blessed angel came, 
 And unto certain shepherds 
 Brought tidings of the same, 
 How that in Bethlehem was born 
 The Son of God by name. 
 O tidings of comfort and joy, 
 Comfort and joy; 
 O tidings of comfort and joy. 
 

 Now to the Lord sing praises, 
 All you within this place, 
 And with true love and brotherhood 
 Each other now embrace; 
 This holy tide of Christmas 
 All other doth deface. 
 O tidings of comfort and joy, 
 Comfort and joy 
 O tidings of comfort and joy 
 

 
 
 
 
 

There will be no Sunday School and Bible Class today. 
They will resume on Sunday, January 8. 
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ON SITE SERVICES AND MEETINGS  

AmazonSmile donates 0.5% of your purchase (before taxes and rebates) on all eligible 
products to your charity of choice. This may not sound like a lot, but if you’re like many 
others who prefer the convenience of ordering gifts and necessary items online, imagine 
how quickly it could add up! 

 

gracelutheranescondido.org             graceschoolescondido.org 

Sunday Worship: 
9:00AM English Worship Service 

10:30AM Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 
11:15AM Spanish Worship Service 
For online worship please go to: 

gracelutheranescondido.org/sermons/ 

New Horizons Bible Study Wed. 9:30AM 
Women’s Bible Study 1st and 3rd Thur. 9AM 
High School Youth “The Stand” Wed. 7PM 

Adult Bible Study Thursday 7PM 
College Career Group Friday 7PM 

Men’s Bible Study Saturday 7:30AM 
Junior High School “Face to Face” Sat. 6PM 

Prayers (continuing care/homebound): 
Cora Garland (death of her sister, Georgia), Eric Breitenfeld, John Cooper, 

Norbert DeHoff, Sherry Fischer, Tony Guehl, Chuck Huettl, Norma Kellerup, 
Ellie Liebmann, Peter Preston, Dennis Roth, Nita Roth, Dorothy Ross, Janis Smith. 

THE SEASON OF CHRISTMAS 
 

The Christmas Season begins at sunset on December 24th and ends at sunset on January 5th, the day 
before Epiphany. These are the 12 days of Christmas. The color for Christmas is white. White is the 
color of purity and eternity and joy. The Church celebrates the purity of the sinless Son of the virgin. 
The Eternal God has stepped into human history. There is great joy in the Incarnation of our Lord   
Jesus Christ! 

*Please email your prayer request to the Church Office: ytanko@gracelcms.net 

2023 TITHING ENVELOPES UPDATES 
 

Our boxed tithing envelopes are still being worked on. The company we order from is hoping to get 
them shipped sometime in January. They apologize for the delay. 


