
WELCOME AND CONFIRMATION MEMORY 
 

INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Pastor: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 

People: Serve the LORD with gladness! 

Pastor: Come into His presence with singing! 

People: Know that the LORD, He is God! 

Pastor: It is He who made us, and we are His; 

People: We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 

Pastor: Enter His gates with thanksgiving. 

People: And His courts with praise! 

Pastor: Give thanks to Him; bless His name! 

People: For the Lord is good; 

Pastor: His steadfast love endures forever, 

People: And His faithfulness to all generations. 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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-2- 

ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
 

 Angels we have heard on high, 
 Sweetly singing o'er the plains; 
 And the mountains in reply, 
 Echoing their joyous strains. 
 Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
 Why your joyous strains prolong? 
 Say what may the tidings be; 
 Which inspire your heav'nly song? 
 Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

 Come to Bethlehem and see, 
 Him whose birth the angels sing; 
 Come adore on bended knee, 
 Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
 Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  
 

 See within a manger laid 
 Jesus, Lord of heaven and earth 
 Mary, Joseph lend your aid, 
 With us sing our Savior’s birth. 
 Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  
  

SCRIPTURE READING  Matthew 1:18-25 
 

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been           
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved 
to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord          
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your 
wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill 
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from 
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not   
until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 



SERMON Pastor Aaron Smith 

Immanuel: God With Us - To Save 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

Pastor: We confess our sins using Psalm 51. 

People: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; according to Your     

abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and 

cleanse me from my sin! For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against 

You, You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight, so that You may be justified 

in Your words and blameless in Your judgment. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a      

broken and contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. 

Pastor: Hear good news from Isaiah 53. But our Lord Jesus Christ was wounded for our        

transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; upon Him was the chastisement that brought 

us peace, and with His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 

turned every one to his own way; and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. In the  

mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all 

our sins. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 

and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 

worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our         

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and 

was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was       

buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 

the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 

Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 
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COMMITMENT TO LOVE 
 

Pastor: Let us reaffirm our commitment to love one another, using Philippians 2. 
People: Complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full      
accord and of one mind. Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. 
 

CONFESSION OF SACRAMENT 
 

Pastor: Taking the bread, Christ said, “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you.” Taking 
the cup, Christ said, “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” How can eating and drinking provide the forgiveness of 
sins? 
People: Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words written here: 
“Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” These words, along with the eating and 
drinking, are the main thing in the Sacrament. Whoever believes these words has exactly 
what they say: “forgiveness of sins.” 
 
Offerings can be placed on a plate near the stairs or the back of the sanctuary. 
 
Holy Communion, or the Lord’s Supper, is celebrated today. Our Lord cautions us to be discerning before              
participating in the Supper (1 Cor. 11:28-30). For this reason, we ask all those communing here for the first time to 
speak with  Pastor Aaron prior to communing. The Lord bids the baptized to come united in the following: in        
repentance for the forgiveness of sins (1 Cor. 11:23-25; Matt. 26:26-28), in confession of who Christ is and what 
Christ has done (1 Cor. 11:26), in faith and love with our fellow communicants (1 Cor. 11:20-22), and believing that 
Christ is bodily present in bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 11:27-29). 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 

WHAT CHILD IS THIS 
 

 What Child is this, who laid to rest 
 On Mary's lap is sleeping? 
 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
 While shepherds watch are keeping? 
 

  This, this is Christ the King, 
  Whom shepherds guard and angels sing. 
  Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
  The Babe the Son of Mary. 
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 Why lies He in such mean estate 
 Where ox and ass are feeding? 
 Good Christian, fear for sinners here 
 The silent Word is pleading 
 

  Nails, spear shall pierce Him through 
  The cross be borne for me, for you 
  Hail, hail the Word made flesh 
  The Babe the Son of Mary  
 

 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, 
 Come peasant, king to own Him. 
 The King of kings, salvation brings, 
 Let loving hearts enthrone Him.  
 

  Raise, raise the song on high 
  The Virgin sings her lullaby 
  Joy, joy for Christ is born 
  The Babe the Son of Mary 
 

THE FIRST NOEL 
 

 The first Noel, the angel did say, 
 Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
 In fields where they Lay keeping their sheep, 
 On a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
 Born is the King of Israel.  
 

 They looked up and saw a star 
 Shining in the east, beyond them far, 
 And to the earth tt gave great light, 
 And so it continued both day and night. 
 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
 Born is the King of Israel.  
  

 Then let us all with one accord, 
 Sing praises to our heavenly Lord,  
 That hath made heav'n and earth of naught, 
 And with His blood mankind hath bought. 
 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
 Born is the King of Israel. 
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PRAYERS 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
Shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good 
that you may do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, 
to whom be glory forever and ever. 
People: Amen. 
 

HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
 

 Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King; 
 Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled." 
 Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 
 With angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem." 
 Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King." 
 

 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord; 

 Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin's womb. 
 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail, the incarnate Deity! 
 Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel. 
 Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King." 
 

 Hail the heav'n born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
 Light and life to all He brings, Ris'n with healing in His wings. 
 Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die; 
 Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth. 
 Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve Worship Saturday, December 24th at 5PM and 9PM 
Christmas Day Worship Sunday, December 25th at 9AM 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE CLASS 
There will be no Sunday School and Bible Class on December 25 and January 1. 
They will resume on Sunday, January 8. 

 
LAST MINUTE GIFTS: SCRIP CAN MAKE YOUR SHOPPING LIST A LOT EASIER! 
Scrip for a Christmas gift, stocking stuffer, and all Christmas shopping! Any item that has a black      
asterisk on the Scrip Form is a special order and it's too late for those, but check in the narthex or    
finance office for SCRIP on hand. Scrip forms can be found on our website under my GCS or in the 
business office. 
 

BE A ROSE PARADE PETAL PUSHER! 
We are going to Pasadena to help decorate the Lutheran Hour Float on December 30th! 
Our shift is 7:30AM to 4:00PM. This is the only Christian float in the parade and you can help out by 
volunteering your time to decorate this and other floats that help pay for the Lutheran Hour Float. 
Everyone 13 and older is welcome to come. 
It’s all free, except you need to purchase a t-shirt from the pedal pushers to be allowed to work on the 
floats. The t-shirts are $20 and you can order them at ww.petalpushers.org. 
Please contact Helena Isbell if you are interested. 760-310-1566. 
 

TITHING ENVELOPES FOR 2023 
The printing company we use for our envelopes has had production problems and is behind with their 
orders. We hope to receive our envelope boxes by January. Generic envelopes will be available in the 
Narthex for temporary use until we receive our order. 

http://www.petalpushers.org


ON SITE SERVICES AND MEETINGS  

gracelutheranescondido.org             graceschoolescondido.org 

Sunday Worship: 
9:00AM English Worship Service 

10:30AM Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 
11:15AM Spanish Worship Service 
For online worship please go to: 

gracelutheranescondido.org/sermons/ 

New Horizons Bible Study Wed. 9:30AM 
Women’s Bible Study 1st and 3rd Thur. 9AM 
High School Youth “The Stand” Wed. 7PM 

Adult Bible Study Thursday 7PM (will resume in January) 

College Career Group Friday 7PM 
Men’s Bible Study Saturday 7:30AM 

Junior High School “Face to Face” Sat. 6PM 

Prayers (continuing care/homebound): 
The Sargenti family (COVID), Bob Ness (COVID), 

Eric Breitenfeld, John Cooper, Norbert DeHoff, Sherry 
Fischer, Tony Guehl, Chuck Huettl, Norma Kellerup, 

Ellie Liebmann, Peter Preston, Dennis Roth, Nita Roth, 
Dorothy Ross, Janis Smith. 

November Giving Report: 
 

 Actuals:  $32,762  

 Budget: $49,400 

 -$16,638 

  

YTD Actuals: $189,386 

YTD Budget: $228,000 

 -$38,614 

THE SEASON OF ADVENT 
 

The Advent Season begins on the 4th Sunday before Christmas Day, which is the Sunday nearest to 
November 30th, which is the Minor Festival of St. Andrew the Apostle. There are 4 Sundays in Advent, 
which focus upon the themes of kingship and incarnation. Advent ends on December 24th.  
The color for Advent is either purple or blue. The color purple evokes images of royalty, supporting 
the theme of kingship. Purple (used during Lent) also suggests sorrow and repentance, as the Church 
prepares for the Holy One to dwell with us, the unholy. The color blue emphasizes hope and           
anticipation, as so the Church anticipates our great hope, the Incarnation of our Lord to save us. 

*Please email your prayer request to the Church Office: ytanko@gracelcms.net 

ONE WEEK LEFT FOR END OF YEAR CONTRIBUTION 
Thank you to those who give end of year gifts to Grace. For your contribution to be included in the 

2022 tax statement, we need to receive the donation by 12/25/2022.  


