
Christmas Eve 
Saturday, December 24, 2022 

5PM 

INVOCATION AND OPENING PRAYER 

  

CHRISTMAS EVE READING (Jessica Matthews)  Luke 2:1-20 
 
1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be         
registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of  
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 
and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while 
they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son 
and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 
them in the inn. 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear 
not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for 
you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14“Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 15When the  
angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when 
they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them  concerning this child. 18And 
all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these 
things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 



CHRISTMAS EVE MEDLEY 
 

 Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King; 
 Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled." 
 Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
 With angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem." 
 Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King." 
 

 The first Noel, the angel did say, 
 Was to certain poor shepherds, in fields where they lay; 
 In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
 On a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
 

 Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plain; 
 And the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 
 Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

 Away in a manger no crib for a bed; 
 The little Lord Jesus lay down His sweet head. 
 The stars in the sky looked down where He lay; 
 The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

 O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 
 Come and behold Him, born the King of angels. 
 O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, 
 O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 

 Joy to the world! the Lord is come; let earth receive her King. 
 Let every heart prepare Him room, and heav'n and nature sing, 
 And heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n and heav'n and nature sing. 
 

 He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove. 
 The glories of His righteousness and wonders of His love, 
 And wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 
and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our         
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and 



was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was       
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 
the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE READING (Sam Woodmansee)  John 1:1-18  
 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was 
in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 9The true light, 
which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world 
was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own 
people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh 
nor of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John bore 
witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’”) 16For from his fullness we have all received, grace   
upon grace. 17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
18No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known. 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 
LIGHT OF THE WORLD - ADULT CHOIR 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE READING (Makayla Miani) Genesis 49:8-12 
 
8Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; your  
father's sons shall bow down before you. 9Judah is a lion's cub; from the prey, my son, you have 
gone up. He stooped down; he crouched as a lion and as a lioness; who dares rouse him? 10The 
scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until tribute 
comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. 11Binding his foal to the vine 
and his donkey's colt to the choice vine, he has washed his garments in wine and his vesture in 
the blood of grapes. 12His eyes are darker than wine, and his teeth whiter than milk. 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 



O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
 

 O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; 
 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by. 
 Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 
 The hopes and fears of all the years, are met in thee tonight. 
  

 For Christ is born of Mary and gathered all above; 
 While mortals sleep the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 
 O, morning stars together proclaim the holy birth; 
 And praises sing to God the King and peace to men on earth. 
 

 How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv'n; 
 So God imparts to human hearts, the blessings of His heaven. 
 No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin; 
 Where meek souls will receive Him still, the dear Christ enters in. 
 

 O, holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray; 
 Cast out our sin and enter in, be born to us today. 
 We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell; 
 O, come to us abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel. 
 

 The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight 
 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
 

PRAYERS 
 

SILENT NIGHT 
 

 Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright. 
 Round yon virgin mother and child; Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
 Sleep in heavenly peace; sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

 Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight. 
 Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia. 
 Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born." 
 

 Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light. 
 Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace. 
 Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth; Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
 

Thank you to some of our Confirmation students for serving as lectors! 
 

Christmas Day Worship tomorrow at 9AM 


