
Christmas Day 
Sunday, December 25, 2022 

JOY TO THE WORLD 
 

 Joy to the world! the Lord is come;  

 Let earth receive her King. 

 Let every heart prepare Him room, 

 And heav'n and nature sing, 

 And heav'n and nature sing, 

 And heav'n and heav'n and nature sing. 
 

 Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns; 

 Let men their songs employ. 

 While fields and floods, Rocks, hills and plains, 

 Repeat the sounding joy, 

 Repeat the sounding joy, 

 Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

 He rules the world with truth and grace 

 And makes the nations prove. 

 The glories of His righteousness 

 And wonders of His love, 

 And wonders of His love, 

 And wonders, and wonders of His love. 



OPENING VERSICLES 
 

Pastor: This is the day which the Lord has made; 
People: let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Pastor: From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
People: the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
Pastor: Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 
People: Our God shall come; He does not keep silence.   
Pastor: Prepare the way of the Lord. 
People: Make His paths straight. 
Pastor: Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness. 
People: Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth. 
Pastor: From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
People: the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the begin-
ning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH (verse 1 and 2) 
 

 Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains; 
 And the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 
 Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

 Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
 Say what may the tidings be; Which inspire your heav'nly song? 
 Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

HOLY SCRIPTURE READING (please be seated) 
 

Pastor: The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah 52:7-10. 
7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes 
peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your 
God reigns.” 8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; 
for eye to eye they see the return of the Lord to Zion. 9Break forth together into singing, you 
waste places of Jerusalem, for the Lord has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the 
earth shall see the salvation of our God.  
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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Pastor:  The Epistle Reading is from Hebrews 1:1-12. 
1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, 
through whom also he created the world. 3He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact 
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making      
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as 
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 5For to 
which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”? Or again, “I 
will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”? 6And again, when he brings the firstborn 
into the world, he says, “Let all God's angels worship him.” 7Of the angels he says, “He makes 
his angels winds, and his ministers a flame of fire.” 8But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, 
is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. 9You have loved 
righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of 
gladness beyond your companions.” 10And, “You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the 
beginning, and the heavens are the work of your hands; 11they will perish, but you remain; they 
will all wear out like a garment, 12like a robe you will roll them up, like a garment they will be 
changed. But you are the same, and your years will have no end.” 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH (verse 3 and 4) (please stand) 
 

 Come to Bethlehem and see, Him whose birth the angels sing; 
 Come adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
 Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  
  

 See within a manger laid Jesus, Lord of heaven and earth 
 Mary, Joseph lend your aid, with us sing our Savior’s birth. 
 Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

RESPONSORY 
 

Pastor: Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch. 
People: This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
Pastor: He shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the 
land. 
People: This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
Pastor: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
People: This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 1:1-17. 

1The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 2Abraham was 
the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 
3and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron 
the father of Ram, 4and Ram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, 
and Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the    
father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6and Jesse the father of David the king. 
And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 7and Solomon the father of            
Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, 8and Asaph the 
father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, 
9and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of        
Hezekiah, 10and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos 
the father of Josiah, 11and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the  
deportation to Babylon. 12And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father 
of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and 
Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 14and Azor the father of Zadok, and 
Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, 15and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and 
Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, 16and Jacob the father 
of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ. 17So all the      
generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David to the            
deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ 
fourteen generations. 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

CATECHISM 
 

Pastor: What is the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed? 
People: And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He      
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
Pastor: What does this mean? 
People: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also 
true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned 
person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; 
not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and 
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death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting 
righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns 
to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 
 

O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL 
 

 O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 
 Come and behold Him, born the King of angels. 
 O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, 
 O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 

 Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
 Sing all ye citzens of heav'n above. 
 Glory to God, glory in the highest. 
 O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, 
 O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 

 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born on Christmas morning; 

 Jesus to Thee be all glory giv'n. 
 Word of the Father now in flesh appearing. 
 O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, 
 O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 

SERMON (please be seated) Pastor Aaron Smith 
 

PRAYER  (please stand) 
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the gift of divine peace and pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us 
pray to the Lord: 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the 
proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let 
us pray to the Lord: 
People: Lord, have mercy. 



Pastor: For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who 

travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and 

for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: For all those who are mourning the death of loved ones this past year, or those who are 

dealing with grief, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: For our Preschool and Day School, for our Latino Ministry, for those mourning the death 

of loved ones, for the persecuted Church, for the lonely, for the firefighters, police, and      

emergency workers serving in their vocations this day, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: For those around the world celebrating the Incarnation of our Lord, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: Most merciful God, You gave Your eternal Word to become incarnate of the pure Virgin.  

Grant Your people grace to put away fleshly lusts, that they may be ready for Your visitation; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

People: Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free 

from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

People: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

graciously kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me 

this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your 

hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, 

that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
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Holy Communion, or the Lord’s Supper, is celebrated today. Our Lord cautions us to be discerning before              

participating in the Supper (1 Cor. 11:28-30). For this reason, we ask all those communing here for the first time to 

speak with  Pastor Aaron prior to communing. The Lord bids the baptized to come united in the following: in        
repentance for the forgiveness of sins (1 Cor. 11:23-25; Matt. 26:26-28), in confession of who Christ is and what 

Christ has done (1 Cor. 11:26), in faith and love with our fellow communicants (1 Cor. 11:20-22), and believing that 

Christ is bodily present in bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 11:27-29). 

 
Offerings can be placed on a plate near the stairs or the back of the sanctuary. 

 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your heart. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
Pastor: In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with His own 
words, we receive His testament. 
 

WHAT CHILD IS THIS  
 

 What Child is this, who laid to rest on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing. 
 Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The Babe the Son of Mary.  
 

 Why lies He in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? 
 Good Christian, fear for sinners here the silent Word is pleading 
 Nails, spear shall pierce Him through the cross be borne for me, for you 
 Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The Babe the Son of Mary 
 

 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, come peasant, king to own Him. 
 The King of kings, salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone Him.  
 Raise, raise the song on high the Virgin sings her lullaby 
 Joy, joy for Christ is born, The Babe the Son of Mary 
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HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
 

 Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King; 
 Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled." 
 Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
 With angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem." 
 Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King." 
 

 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
 Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin's womb. 
 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, hail, the incarnate Deity! 
 Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel. 
 Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King." 
 

 Hail the heav'n born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
 Light and life to all He brings, ris'n with healing in His wings. 
 Mild He lays His glory by, born that man no more may die; 
 Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. 
 Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 
 

PRAYER AND BLESSING 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you and 
preserve you. 
People: Amen. 
 

GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN  (please stand) 
 

 Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’rywhere; 
    Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

 While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night; 
 Behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. (Refrain) 
 

 The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth; 
 Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior‘s birth. (Refrain) 
 

 Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born; 
 And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. (Refrain) 


